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Speed associated with him. I was disinclined personally
to disturb an obvious arrangement, and therefore named
Mr. McCulloch as the first in order after the Secretary of
State.

I arranged with Speed, with whom I rode home, for a
Cabinet-meeting at twelve meridian at the room of the
Secretary of the Treasury, in order that the government
should experience no detriment, and that prompt and ne-
cessary action might be taken to assist the new Chief Magis-
trate in preserving and promoting the public tranquillity.
We accordingly met at noon. Mr. Speed reported that the
President had taken the oath, which was administered by
the Chief Justice, and had expressed a desire that the affairs
of the government should proceed without interruption.
Some discussion took place as to the propriety of an in-
augural address, but the general impression was that it
would be inexpedient. I was most decidedly of that opinion;

President Johnson, who was invited to be present, de-
ported himself admirably, and on the subject of an inau-
gural said his acts would best disclose his policy. In all es-
sentials it would, he said, be the same as that of the late
President. He desired the members of the Cabinet to go
forward with their duties without any change. Mr. Hunter,
Chief Clerk of the State Department, was designated to
act ad interim as Secretary of State. I suggested Mr. Speed,
but I saw it was not acceptable in certain quarters. Stan-
ton especially expressed a hope that Hunter should be
assigned to the duty.

A room for the President as an office was proposed
until he could occupy the Executive Mansion, and Mr.
McCulloch offered the room adjoining his own in the
Treasury Building. I named the State Department as
appropriate and proper, at least until the Secretary of
State recovered, or so long as the President wished, but
objections arose at once. The papers of Mr. Seward would,
Stanton said, be disturbed; it would be better he should
be here, etc., etc. Stanton, I saw, had a purpose; among
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